
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOE DIALOGUE | Weekly Message from Superintendent Ritz 
March 31, 2014 

 

Since many of you have been on spring break and catching up on email, I thought I better resend 
the information below on May assessments.  

*Thank you all for your hard work regarding the ISTEP+ Applied Skills Assessment.  As we begin 
preparing for the May ISTEP+ online assessment, I had Michele Walker, IDOE Director of 
Student Assessment, prepare the attached memo regarding the importance of CoreLink Online 
Pilot as part of our transition towards our college and career ready assessments.  CoreLink 
Online Pilot will allow students and teachers to experience the type of rigor and knowledge 
application expected of students through technology-enhanced questions. I want our educators 
and students to be well prepared for our new college and career ready assessments in 2015-
16.  Please share the attached memo with your teachers.  

I am having the IDOE legislative and legal staff prepare guidance for schools regarding bills that 
were signed this session.  Stay tuned. 

Keep in touch.  Feel free to leave comments at doecomm@doe.in.gov.  

Sincerely,  

Glenda Ritz, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

NOTE: * indicates data information requirements for ALL public schools, including charter 
schools. 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Memorandum 
 

MEMORANDUM: The School Health Report is now open and ready for schools 
to submit data for the 2013-2014 School Year.  This new report will collect data 
regarding vision, hearing, and immunization information for students in grades K-
12.  To complete this report, school personnel will need to access the IDOE data 
reporting website called "DOE Online".  To access this site and input data school 
personnel will need to have a password.  Each accredited school must submit a 
School Health Report at the building level.  These reports cannot be combined 
and submitted as a corporation, but must be done at the building level.  For 
information on obtaining a password or instructions on how to complete the 
report, please click on the following site: http://www.doe.in.gov/student-services/health/school-

health-report 

MEMORANDUM: STEM Awareness Survey: Superintendents and principals 
are invited to participate in the STEM Community Awareness Survey (SCAS). 
Your responses will enable the Indiana STEM community track the growth of 
STEM opportunities and innovations over the next several years.  This survey will 
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take approximately 15-20 minutes to complete. Your participation is 
voluntary.  You may choose to leave any specific questions on the survey 
unanswered if you do not wish to answer them. Please complete the survey 
within two weeks (by April 15, 2014).  Responses will be kept strictly confidential. 
We will not identify any individuals by name in our study reports; your responses 
will be combined with others and reported in the aggregate. At the end of the 
study, we will destroy any personally identifiable information. Please click here to 
take the survey.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/INK12STEM If you have 
questions please contact Jeremy Eltz, jeltz@doe.in.gov or Dr. Carla C. Johnson, 
Purdue University, College of Education, Email  carlacjohnson@purdue.edu or 
765-494-0780.    

MEMORANDUM: The Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation (EVSC) was 
named the winner of the Data Quality Campaign's (DQC) 2014 District Data Use 
Award for establishing a district wide vision and creating a collaborative culture 
where educators use data (which include student attendance, demographics, and 
college-readiness scores) to improve outcomes for Evansville's students. Several 
years ago all EVSC schools formed data support teams led by data and 
achievement coaches, a decision informed by EVSC's adoption of the Harvard-
based DATA WISE approach for supporting student learning and improving 
schools through teacher data literacy-the skills needed to effectively use data to 
improve instruction. For More Information Contact: Marsha Jackson, Chief Communication 

Officer 812-435-0206 or at marsha.jackson@evsc.k12.in.us 

MEMORANDUM: First Hoosier Family of Readers newsletter for educators. HFR 
focuses on reading when students are not in school and educators can help 
parents and caregivers encourage reading with fun activities. Educating parents 
on the importance of reading by providing resources is a good way to build 
relationships. (see newsletter) 

MEMORANDUM: Butler University College of Education provides local access to 
International Baccalaureate training leading to an IB Certificate in Teaching and 
Learning (PYP or MYP) for Indiana educators. Aimed at practicing educators, Butler's 

sequence of four hybrid IB courses can be completed in one year. (see memo)  Enroll as a non-degree 
seeking student, or apply credits toward a Master's in Effective Teaching and Leadership. Upon completion, 
you can apply to the International Baccalaureate Organization for the IB Certificate in Teaching and 
Learning (PYP or MYP) For more information, please visit http://www.butler.edu/coe/graduate/international-
baccalaureate/  

MEMORANDUM: Indiana to Select Outstanding High School Seniors for Mr. and Miss Math/Science 

Awards, Governor Mike Pence will recognize two outstanding high school seniors this spring for their 
exemplary performance in math and science.  One male and one female student will be selected for the 
Indiana Mr. and Miss Math/Science honor, and each will receive a $2,000 Indiana CollegeChoice 529 Direct 
Savings Plan scholarship contribution for their achievements.   Applications for the awards are available at 
(https://secure.in.gov/apps/mathscienceawards/) and will be accepted through 6 pm EDT on April 
25.  Nominations may be submitted by teachers, schools, community organizations or the students 
themselves.   
  

 

Information From Other Agencies 
 

The East Central Educational Service Center, (ESEC) is pleased to announce a series 

of professional development for teachers in grades K-12 to help support student learning. 

To register for these workshops, go to http://www.ecesc.k12.in.us  and click on 

"Workshops." Participants need to bring a laptop or an iPad/tablet to the sessions.  

 Introductory Microsoft Word Class and Certification Opportunity, April 15 
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 Professional Development For Registered School Nurses and Nurse Coordinators, April 21 

 Advanced Microsoft Word Class and Certification Opportunity, April 22 

 Differentiated Assessment:  K-5, May 15 

 Differentiated Assessment:  Gr. 6-12, May 16 

 2014 Summer Intensive-Teacher Evaluation, June 25-26 

For more information or if you would like to register, go to www.ecesc.k12.in.us and 

click on Workshop Registration. Contact Mary Barbour or mbarbour@ecesc.k12.in.us if 

you need help with the registration process.. (see schedule) 

 

Central Indiana Educational Services, (CIESC) offers a variety of professional 

learning workshops, to view these events visit www.ciesc.k12.in.us, view events calendar 

on right side bar or click on Services, then Professional Learning. 

April 

 Crisis Communications and Social Media April 15, 2014 at CIESC Click HERE to register, Click 
HERE for the flyer. 

 Let's Talk Money, The Road to Referenda INSPRA State Conference April 18, 2014 at the Carmel 
Clay Administration Center Click HERE for the flyer, Click HERE to register. 

 Calling all registered nurses and nurse coordinators! April 29, 2014 at CIESC, Click HERE for the 
flyer, Click HERE to register. Great Give-aways! New Asthma Management Plan 

May 

 Polarity Management Workshop May 8, 2014 8:30-11:30 Click HERE to register, Click HERE for 
the flyer. 

 CIESC Mathematics Workshop K-8 May 21, 2014 8:30-3:30, to register for this event click HERE. 
Click HERE for the flyer. 

June 

 IDOE HA Summer PD June 23 & 24, 2014 / Registration and information to come 

 Dinah Zike's Foldable Workshop for your Professional Development / June 17, 2014 8:30 - 3:30, to 
register click HERE. Click HERE for the flyer 

HANDS in Autism: intensive 2-day workshop for administrators and team leaders will 

focus on training of essential and foundational components essential to programming 

with ASD and related disabilities as well as the use and integration of newly released 

administrative tools developed by HANDS to complement other evaluation tools 

currently utilized by administrators and teams to evaluate the outcomes of classrooms and 

programming with regards to the implementation of these evidence-based practices in 

serving students on the autism spectrum as well as those with similar communication, 

social, and behavioral challenges.  

HANDS in Autism® Team in further refining the resources directly linked from the Alternatives to Suspension 
and Expulsion document compiled by the Indiana Resource Network and available directly from the HANDS 
in Autism® website at www.handsinautism.iupui.edu. 

Please register soon at www.handsinautism.iupui.edu ! Event is April 16-18 in 

Indianapolis! 
  

 

Legislative Updates 
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For updates check out the IDOE Policy page on  Facebook and follow us 
on  Twitter. 
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